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ISVARAPRATYABHIJNA WITH THE VIMARSINI,

INTRODUCTION.

GENERAL—Iiighth and mnth centuries of the
Christian eia seem to have witnessed a 1eligious
upheaval 1 the Valley of Kashmir. The 1eligious
atmosphere was, during this period, so dim that even a
ray of clear light was not visible. As a consequence
hereof, the conveision of the valley into a battleground
was mevitable, The heait was dethroned and the
head held the day. Tender feelings of devotion and
piety had to 1etne when the sophistications wete m
for the 1ace to win suzelamty over the 1ealm of
thought  Diflerent theologians and philosopheis
dehivered series of sermons sometimes for and some-
timesi against the behef mn God. The masses, the
audience of these, had then bramn not so developed
and evolved as to meet them with a view to approba-
tion o1 otheiwise. Hence, they longed fo1 a respite,
fo1 a settled system ol theism, {01 1ational demonstia-
tion of the Siva Daisana o1 the Sawvaistic Ideal
momsm which was so fan known m and thiough
practice only. And there appeaied on the scene, amdst
such circumstances, a Siddha of the type of Vasugupta.,
He invited the wviews of the contemporaiy thinkers
and dismissed them, one by one, not by the quotation of
Scuptwal Texts but by cogent 1easoning. In so doing
he was, as tiadition would have 1it, assisted by Maha-
deva who 1evealed to him the Shvasiittas. How fa
he achieved success in this duection can be measuied
by the piesent-day cieed of the Kashmmian Panduts.
By placing within the easy ieach ol the masses the
sacred doctume of the Siias and by his fiee and
fiequent lectures theieupon, he considered that the
message was communicated to Kashmir, with which hus
heavenly Father had sent lum.
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The sacred cause was taken up, laler on, by
Siddha Somanandanatha  He addiessed himself to the
task of 1endetmg the ideal momsm, or the “Sivadrsti,”
to quote his own word o1 the system, acceptable, as
pased on grounds ol pure 1eason, by s 1easoned
expositions both wiitten and oial. The former is be-
queathed to us m what 1s called the “ S'ivadrsti.” The
latter was the well won privilege of lus contemporaries.

His effoits weie, m tuin, cained on and continued
by Utpaladeva son of Udavikaia, He 1s the only
disciple, so fa1 known, of the gieat teache: Soméananda.
As such, he could not help joining s tune to that of
his teacher to glouly the Sivadmsti. He gave a
detailed view of the Srvadisti which he calls a
Prakarana ot a tieatise  Thus the Sivadisti and the
Ts'varapratyabhijfia differ only i name, Then basis
and scope are 1dentical.

THE FOUNDER OF THE PRATYABHIJNA
SCHOOL.—Somsananda laud the loundation stone of the
Pratyabhyiid School of Kashmir. It 1s 1eferied 1o as the
valuable heirloom of the Tryambaka School. Indeed,
the later wuteis, withoul any reserve or formality,
acknowledge then indebiedness to him for the caeful
conservation of this ancestial tieasme which they have
so freely chawn upon He was a disciple of Vasugupta
if not actually at least in thought. Iox n the extant
wrilings of Somdananda nothing 15 found to contiadict
vasugupta’s view. In fact, the lattor’s teachings are a
mere declaration of his faith and 1eligion which have
been stiengthened and suppoited by bemng logically,
all the more, demonsirated by the former, to wit,
Somananda. The termmating verses of Sivadrst: tell a
good deal about Sominanda’s descent fiom the Sage
Durvasas who, under the command of Srikantha (o1
S’iva), taught anew the eternal S'aiva Faith through
the line of lis mind-boin sons Tryambaka etc. The
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mind-boin sages continued the line of Tryambaka
upto the fifteenth generation the representative
whereof, however, contrary to the heieditary usage,
took a Brahmun wite who bore him a son named
Sangamaditya. In the course of his pereginations, the
latter settled in Kashmir and of him was born Varsi-
ditya. He was succeeded by Aiuniditya the father of
Ananda. It 1s to this Ananda that the famous founder
of pratyabhijda, 4.e., Somdnanda, owes his birth (see
S'tvadrsti, end of the 7th Ahmika ).!

ISVARAPRATYABHIJNA AND ITS SOURCES.
Somananda was devoutly followed by Utpaladeva one of
the chief exponents of the pratyabhifia S'astra. He
makes a frank avowal of his pupilage to Siddha
Somananda as 1s manifest from internal evidences of his
extant writings ( Cf Sivadrst1 Vrtti, 2nd verse?). He
has biought into bold relief what was given m outhne
by his Guru. In fact, lus famous work “Isvarapra-
tyabhyfia” is the reflection of the wisdom taught by
Somananda.? Theie mught have been other sources,
known to Utpala, fiom which he collected the matenal
to nterweave the fabric of Is'varapratyabhyha. But
such sources are nrevocably lost to us now. All

1. gwat swvsevar dgrrg gl gated A
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that Somidnanda tried to establish i about 740
Anustub verses 1 Svadrat: has, adroitly and succintly,
been taught by Utpala in a short compass of 190

Kéarikads which, on account of their bievity and
terseness, take also the name of Stitras (cf. Spandasiitras

and Sankhyasiitras which aie also called the Spanda and
Sankhya Kiankas). This conciseness in f(oim and
expression populaiised Is’varapratyabhiiia which seems,
1 several other 1espects, to have fau surpassed even
the Shvadrstt of Somananda It giadually attamed
such conspicuity as to attiact the attention of other
petsons of philosophical turn of mind, even, of couise,

outside the boundaiies of Kashmur where it was fiist
nurtuied (cf Madhaviachdrya’s Piatyabhijia Dais’ana ).

The colounng of the doctimes of the Tuka System
mn the Iight of Piatyabhyfia, a desideratum ol the

adherents of the system (for every System ol 1elgion,
if it want Llo mamtamn its endwance, must be

based on science and plilosophy) was successfully

effected by the combined exertions of Somananda and
Utpala and, later on, of Abhinava and Ksemaidja.

Besides, Kashmir was the scene of Spuitual leud
and foiay at the time of Utpala While advancing
“Recognition” as the method for attammng the Highest

End, Utpala left no stone untwined to set at naught
the conceptions of the Sinkhya, the Vais'estka, the

Mimamsa and the Sabda-Biahma-Vadins by proving
them wuseless for the aslamment ol the [Fmal
Bliss The Buddhists, Vyfiana-Vadins as well as the
Bahyartha-Vadins or the Sauttiintikas weie the cluet
taiget of lus unshaken aigumentary shalts as 1eferences
1o them aie.often met with This leads us to conclude
that the Piatyabhijiia S'astia a1ose, fitstly, to philosophi-

cally explam the System of Tuka, secondly, to check
the Buddhistic 1mroads m ihe domain of the Sarvaistic

momsm and, lastly, Lo populauise the System by estabhi-
shmg 1its supeuouly over other Systems ol philosophy
in vogue al that time.
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THE AUTHOR OF IS'VARAPRATYABHIJNA.
The author of Is'varapiatyabhyfia 1s Utpaladeva This
1s obvious fiom the closing hemustich of the book, (2. e
gnaiRagaeAiquegar ) His extant works are the
tangible proof of his unparallelled scholarship. His
compositions that have come down to us are —

(1) Siddhitiayi, s e, Isvara,—Sambandha—Ajada-
pramatr—Siddhy, (in the Press). These em-
body m a lucid and nutshell form all the main
pomts dealt with m the Is'vaiapiatyabhyiia
which 1s decidedly anterior to the Tiayi

(2z) Vit on S'ivadrsti and I_s’vamplatyabhl]ﬁa.
(Available in fiagments only ).

(3) Also Vivarana on the latter (Is’varapiatya-
bhijia )

(4) Utpala-stotravall, (see Narayana Bhatta’s Stava-
Chintamani, end. Here, in the colophon,
Ksemaraja addresses himsel{as Stuti-sitktikéra-
pras’isya meaning, no doubt, thereby, the
pupil’s pupil of the author of Utpala-stotiavali.
This does not mean that Abhmava was the
puptl of Naiayana Bhatta as Di. DBuhler
thinks it ).

HIS PARENTAGE AND RELATIONS,—Utpala
1s a son of Udayakaia (cl. sgommggar) His son 1s
Vibhramakara and his fellow-student Padmananda. It 1s
al then pious request that Utpala wrote the gloss on the
famous S'rvadrsti (cf. the opening veises of S1vadrstivitti—
RrameEdd @IRomy RS | quEeriET q9qr 9
sgrarar)  Tradition makes him a demizen of Gupta-
pwa, or 1n Kashmirl Gotapora, a place, as we also
learn hom Swami Sahib Kaul's Autobiogiaphy wntten
mn Kashmuni, a few fuilongs down Kalas'rIpura or modern
Kalaspir on the noithein side of Srinagai. Other
particulars about him aie only the hentage ol the past.
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UTPALA AS DISTINGUISHED FROM UT-
PALAVAISNAVA.—

It is worth while to point out here that the
author of Is'vaapratyabhuyia 1s quite different [rom
Utpalavaisnava, the author of Spandapradipikd. The
points of non-1dentity aie recorded as under*—

Utpaladeva Utpalavaisnava

1 Son of 1. Son of
Udayakara Trivikrama?

2, Laved at 2 Laved at
Guptapura Narayanasthina
1n Siinagar or 1n Kashmir:

3. Father to Naristan, a village
Vibhramakara. in the Trél valley,

4. Anterior to Kashmu.
Utpalavaisnava 3. Probably contemporary
as he quotes him of Abhinavagupta.
(Utpaladeva ) in
his Spandapradipika.!

COMMENTARY ON IS'VARAPRATYABHIJNA,
It 1s called Vimaisini or the Is'vaiapiatyabhijfia
Vimais'ini by which it 1s widely known among the
people of Kashmur. In fact, Is’varapratyablijna and
the Vimarsini make the msepaiable two. Ii can, in no
way, be called a commentaiy or Tiki. The author, 2. ¢
Abhmava himself teims it as Laghvi Vril1 o1 the gloss
minus extia details. Theie 1s another detailed exposi

1. 'We find the following quotations from 1. P,
{8) FAR TR ete. (b) Fafy: sErawieAT ote.
(o) wameawfirmrar. (d) ar =t sfrar aweagmd eto.

2. aErETg e iR )
T SArgHEd ey wRgere: | Hpand-pradipikA.
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tion of the Siutras by Ablunavagupta namely Vrhati
Vit or ggeraf . . This latter work
seems, beyond doubt, to be an enlargement upon the
“Tika ! by Utpala, which 1s no moie available now.
Abhinava’s chief aim, as he tells 1n the opemng verses
of Vimarsini, 1s to mtelligibly explain the meanmng of
the Siitras fo1 the easy grasp of average people?.

THE AUTHOR OF VIMARS'INL—Abluinavagupta,
one of the most conspicuous figures among the medieval
S‘arvaistic wniters, claims the authorship of Vimars'mni
as 15 clear from a few veises in the beginning and
also fiom the colophon of the book (cf. sTEras-
wgmaagwaaRad. Ete.  Ete.  Also—uarfaggss
Etc. Etc.) He recerved mstiuction 1n the pratyabhijiia
Sastra from s father Lakshmanagupta, son of
Nrsimhagupta and pupil to Utpala (cf. stmgsauga-
gitrauy: shuerfmingy). His hteraiy  activity  falls
m_ the last quarter of the 1oth century and
about ithe fiist thiee decades of the 1rith’. He not
only stuck to the marshalling of the views of the
Kashmur Saivaism but also tued his hand on secular
poetrty. Mammata quotes him as one of the best
rhetoricians. His (Abhinava’s) defimtion of ‘asa’ 1s
considered to be a standard one. His piofound com-
mentary on Dhvanyaloka, hus excellent exposition of
Bhaiata’s Natyasastia and lastly lis Tantialoka—all
combine to pirove Abhinava a man of matchless scholai-
ship and versatile gemus.  ( For other particulais about
Abhinavagupta see the prospectus of this Department ).

1. ga7 ared AT k=
AN TIFRN Fo9 |
2. gEmeEEd wRgdT N geverrerd ngtmRRwy |

3 of ggigdry mwreat ete. daera. Also =iy Fafradsfug
etc. Brhat-Pratyablu, [ Date —993-1014 ]
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AUTHORS AND WORKS REFERRED TO
IN THE COMMENTARY.—(1) Vidyipati. (2)
Svacchandatantiam ( 3 ) Vivekafjana by Divakaravatsa.
(4) Bhagavadgita. (5) Svadisti by Somananda (6)
Nyayadars'ana (7) Stotiavali by Utpaladeva (8)
Ajadapramatisiddhi by the same (9 ) Tika by the same.
(10) Stotiam by Ablinava, (11) Vihadaianyakam.
(12) Bhatta Nardyana (13) Avadhutasiddha (12)
Stotiam by Utpala (715) Yogadais'ana by Patafijah
(16) Spandas’astram by Vasugupta. (17) Sdias’astiam.
(18) Bhartrhanr (r9) Pammi (20) Vyhanabhanava
(21)Snopanwad (22) Sambandhasiddhi by Utpala

ARRANGEMENT OBSERVED IN THE
ISVARAPRATYABHIJNA —The whole work has
been divided mnto four sections, to wit,

(i) Jhdnadlukaia, 2 e., section dealng with
Cogmition. Its sub-divisions 1. Iqigm 2. gAq@EATA,
3. qEERATYART: 4 WRAREATIR, 5 FrERISESe 6
AEAT®HTo 7 THTNo S, Frrardieqosy

(n) Knyadhikaia, 7. e. section dwellmg upon
Activity. It contams (1) framRefe ( 2) dgrighawma-
aq (3) wmaewsirafte (4 ) srtsrumateTng |

(1) Agamadhikdra, 1.6, section discussing the
36 punciples of Savaism. It contains ( 1) grataegor |
(2) sAwEEETTE |

() Taltvarthasangiahadlukiia, 1 e, section
relating to the essential natme of the Highest Bemg
and 1ecaprtulating the gist of the foregoing Adlukiras.
It contains (1) werdifas (2) yrodmaiiwqo |

This anzangement of 16 Ahnikas 15 accoiding to
the Vrhatl Vimais'ini of Abhmavagupta

Conclusion.—The piatyablujfia Sastia s looked
upon as 2 new method for 1ealising the highest good o
Summum Bonum. Tlus 1s open to all, niespective of



INTRODUCTION IX

caste, colour, o cieed. By following this secret doctine
unknown heretofoie, a devotee 1s umted with Parama-
stva  Suppression of bieath (piafiaydma), internal
and exteinal worship (Bahya-autaia-charyd) and other
similai efforts—all these are 1ejected, as unseiviceable
to bring about spuitual fieedom, by the expoundeis of
the System of pratyabhijia or ‘“Recogmition” Itis
now for the philosophic world to judge the feasibility
of 1ts aiguments and cutically asceitan  how far 1t
can hold its own. To quote the glowing and appropuate
wotds of Jayaratha, the commentator on lantialoha,
the pratyabhyfia, cultivated unde1 the fosteing caie
of Somananda, has, hke the saflion flowei, won
praise and admiration at the hands of thoughtful men.

MADHUSUDAN KAUL

SRINAGAR, KMR,
6th Mareh 1921
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